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Sudarshan

IncomingPresident’s

Note
First of all I would like to thank the almighty

for giving me this opportunity to serve the community
in large, my parents for my wonderful upbringing, PP
Rtn Ganesh Mani Pradhan for introducing me to the
Rotary Family and the members of the Rotary Club
of Kalimpong for bestowing the trust on me.

It was eight years ago when I was introduced
to the Rotary Family and at that time I had never
thought that I would gain the confidence of all the
Rotarians to stand as the President of the  Club today.

      RI President Ray Klinginsmith announced the
2010-11 RI theme, Building Communities —
Bridging Continents, during the 2010 International
Assembly. He said he arrived at the theme after
reviewing RI themes of years past. He noticed that
only a few spoke to non-Rotarians.  As a result, he
decided to search for a briefly stated theme that would
fulfill two objectives: the first to explain Rotary to non-
Rotarians, and the second to validate our work for
Rotarians. He said and I quote – “The words I have
selected to describe Rotary’s current mission and to
highlight our achievements are what we do best:
Building Communities — Bridging Continents.”
Unquote.

If a man wants to make his dreams come
true then the first thing he needs to do is to wake up.

The Dream and the areas of Focus of the Rotary
International is :

1. Peace and conflict prevention / resolution.
2. Disease prevention and treatment.
3. Water and sanitation.
4. Maternal and child health.
5. Basic education and literacy.
6. Economic and community development.

So I request all fellow Rotarians to help me make
this year fruitful and meaningful……

Rtn. Mukesh Changia

Outgoing President’s Note
“Leadership, like swimming,

cannot be learned by reading about it.”
~ Henry Mintzberg,

Last year, in July, I was nervous about taking
over as the President of the Rotary Club of Kalimpong
for 2009-2010. But in the Club there was just this
huge abundance of fine people who helped me to get
my moorings steady. Now I have realised that this
organization could thrive on its friendliness alone. That
friendliness has rubbed off on me since then.

Now, it is time for change again. Change in
leadership is a regular feature in Rotary which brings
in new ideas, new waves of enthusiasm and new corps
of leaders. This coming year is no different. We will
continue to have fine leadership and strong support
from members in Rotary.

For me, having the opportunity to work with
all the wonderful people in our Club this past year is
something that I will always value .Life as a Rotary
President is not easy but I will confess that Rotary
has really enriched my life in so many ways. I would
not chronicle what I have done or not done last year.
That is the job of historians. I believe that the process
of evolving is more important, much more important
than the results. The office of the President is an
institution to carry out a host of responsibilities. But
achievements in the term of a President reflect the
collective efforts and wisdom of the Club rather than
those of any one person or a few persons. It is so
with our club too.

Fellow Rotarians and Friends, the apparently
different themes in successive years have not changed
the Object of Rotary or Rotary’s Ideals of Service.
This is fundamental to Rotary. In the same way, our
desire to pursue the Ideals of Service to the people
who need them most, our strife for a polio free world
and for world understanding and peace, all these and
others will not change or diminish with changes in
Rotary leadership at any level, be it at the
international, district or club levels.

Today, I would like to say a Big Thank You to
all the Board members, Rotarians, their Annes and
friends for the help rendered to us this year. Anything
that was achieved was solely because of their hard
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work their support and their understanding. Without
the help of the other members, the Board and I could
not have done anything of what was done.

 I would also like to thank my wife Aarti, and
my son Tushar for standing by me and doing all that
they could to support me.

It is now my pleasant duty to pass on the
baton of leadership of this prestigious club to Rtn.
Mukesh Changia. I pledge to give him and his board
all the support and help within my reach.

Thank you very much.
Rtn. Kamal Bajla

SECRETARY’S ANNUAL REPORT
FOR 2009-2010

Mr President,
Honourable Chief Guest, District Governor

Nominee Rtn Dr. Yogesh Verma, Incoming President
Rtn. Mukesh Changia, Incoming Secretary Rtn.
Naveen Soni, Guests of Rotary, Rotary Annes and
Rotarylets, Interactors, Members of RCC, and fellow
Rotarians.

The Rotary Club of Kalimpong has just
completed its seventeenth year and is now moving
on to its eighteenth. I consider it a great honour that
I have had the opportunity to serve in this Club as
Club Secretary 2009 -2010. It has been a good
opportunity for learning while working with President
Rtn. Kamal Bajla. He was a marathon runner and a
Tae-kwon-do exponent, and proved the ability to
endure and improvise with generous humour and
equanimity, intermittent political disturbances that
threw the club’s programmes out of gear, natural
disasters and bureaucratic red-tapism and inefficiency
that deprived victims of Rotary relief aids, and insanely
busy members perpetually out of station! My second
term as Secretary of the club has been very enjoyable,
and I have learnt all over again what it means to be a
part of one of the best Clubs in the Rotary District
3240.

I present before you my report of the Rotary
Club of Kalimpong for the year 2009-2010, with a note
that we have functioned through the traditional  four
avenues of service – Club Service, Vocational Service,
Community Service and International Service, but have
also incorporated and implemented Rotary’s Club
Leadership Plan that builds up a more grounded
leadership line-up. We will incorporate Rotary’s
projected fifth avenue of service —Youth Service – in
the next term.

1. I shall begin with CLUB SERVICE, the Cornerstone
of Rotary which maintains the health and vigour of
the Club.

6th July, 2009 – After assuming office the President
reached out to the community with his first public

relations programme by participating in the Tree
Plantation Programme organized by the Pragati Yuva
Sangh and Milan Yuva Sangh at Dalman Gaon. He
was accompanied by Rtns Dhendup Lama Yonzone
and Rtn. Deo Prakash Pandey.

13th July, 2009 – The President and Secretary
participated in another public relations programme
by garlanding the bust of Poet Bhanubhakta at the
Trikone Park on the occasion of Bhanu Jayanti.

23rd July, 2009 – Saplings were planted around the
Rotary Centre by the President and members of the
Club.

27th July, 2009– The President and Secretary offered
khadas at the Martyrs Memorial Monument at the
Shahid Park, 11th Mile, on Martyrs’ Day.

29th August , 2009 — August being the Membership
Development Month, the Club hosted the District
Membership Seminar at the Himalayan Hotel.  PDG
Rtn. Manoj Desai held the audience spellbound with
his Keynote Address. The Interactions and debate
were lively and fruitful.There was outstanding
attendance of 155 members from 20 Clubs across
the District. The Seminar was an eye-opener and
motivational for many Rotarians. PDG Rtn. Kirti
Ranjan Dey wrote to the President: “…I must confess
that in my 33 years of Rotary experience, the
Kalimpong seminar on Membership Development was
the best.”

8th August, 2009 – Club service organized the 17th

Installation Ceremony at Himalayan Hotel. President
Rtn. Kamal Bajla and his board took over the reins of
the Club formally. The Installation was delayed due
to political disturbances.

15th August, 2009 – The President hoisted the
National Flag at the Rotary Centre, and represented
the Club during the Independence Day Celebrations
at the Mela Ground.

6th September, 2009 – PP Rtn. Indira Bose, Director,
club Service, and Club First Lady R’Anne Aarti Bajla,
organized a special Get-together for the Rotary Annes
of the Club as a mark of appreciation for their
continued support to Rotary and Rotarians.

1st November – PE Rtn. Mukesh Changia attended
the District Polio seminar at Gangtok.

19th November, 2009 – The Nominating Committee
announced the incoming Board for 2010-2011.

6th December, 2009 – In the Rotary Family Month
of December, the RC Kalimpong Family enjoyed a
traditional family picnic at Tapoban with Rotarians
enthusiastically cooking the delicious lunch. It was a
memorable day of fellowship fun and games for all.



Mention may also be made that the Rotarians were
highly pleased over the ‘tongba-get-together’ which
generated waves of nostalgia among them for good
old days gone by.

21st January, 2010 – Rtn. Sumit Jindal presented a
talk on Rotary Awareness with specific reference to
the work done by RC Kalimpong. He encouraged
members to give, give, and give, in true Rotary spirit.

24th January, 2010 – Nine members from the Club
attended the Inter City Meet organized by the Rotary
club of Gangtok at Rangpo. Secretary Anukampa
Subba won the prize for Best Debater in the debate
organized for the meet.

13th – 14th February, 2010 – The President and Rtn.
Alvin Lama attended the District Conference at Imphal

26th — 28th, February, 2010 – PE Rtn. Mukesh
Changia and AGE PP Rtn Prakash Gupta attended
the PETS in Barapani, Shillong.

23rd February—World Understanding and Peace day
was celebrated with a potluck dinner.

3rd- 4th April, 2010 – A team of enthusiastic members
attended the District Assembly and DTTS at Gangtok
where they presented an exemplary mock Club-
Assembly which was appreciated by everyone present
there.

20th April, 2010 – The Club’s Charter Night was
celebrated at the Rotary Centre. Charter members
were felicitated, and all of them shared their
experience of being in Rotary, and offered suggestions
on making the Club even more vibrant, enjoyable and
effective.

12th June, 2010 – The Club celebrated Annes’ Night
at the Rotary Center. A memorable Night of fun,
games, love and laughter, it brought the Rotary
Kalimpong Family closer than ever before in a befitting
get-together to close the Rotary year 2009-2010.
Besides these events, Club Service made sure that
all Regular Meetings, the twelve Board Meetings and
two Special board Meetings, and six Club Assemblies
were conducted smoothly and in time. We have
gained two new members, Rtn. Bibeth Sharma and
Rtn. Alvin Lama. But sadly, we also lost one member,
Mr. T.B.Lama through resignation from the Club on
personal grounds. We have had several visiting
Rotarians to share ideas with us and bring projects
into fruition. Only four issues of Sudarshan, the club
Bulletin, could be published this year. One issue of
the Sudarshan was digital. The average of membership
attendance for the year is 52 % which is a cause for
concern.

PP Rtn. Indira Bose, Director, Club Service,
walked three extra miles to make Club Programmes

successful. Rtn. Karma Tenzing Sherpa and Rtn.
Rakesh Sinhal worked hard at various activities under
“Project Come Together” to improve the attendance
of the Club and beautify the Rotary Centre. Rotarians
are now contributing money to construct the wall
behind the Rotary Centre.

2. Let me move on to VOCATIONAL SERVICE, the
Soul of Rotary which fosters and supports the ideal
of service.

19th September, 2009 – September being the New
Generation Month, a Power-Point Presentation
Competition was held for the Schools of Kalimpong
on “Promoting Kalimpong as a Tourist Destination”.
Nine schools participated in the event.

29th October, 2009 – The District Governor paid his
official visit to the Club. Along with the Club inspection,
he sought to rally support for Rotary’s fight for
eradication of Polio. The DG’S Visit was teamed with
the Club’s yearly programme of presenting Vocational
Excellence Awards to citizens of Kalimpong. This
year’s Vocational Excellence Awards were presented
to Mr. Narendra Tamang of Kalimpong TV for
outstanding contribution to Audio-visual Journalism,
and to Mr. Chinlop Fudong Lepcha for outstanding
contribution to Photography and Photojournalism.

3. On to COMMUNITY SERVICE, the Heart of Rotary
that encourages and fosters the ideal of service to
the personal, business and community life of every
Rotarian.
This year Community Service was the avenue hardest
hit by political disturbance and uncertainty.

12th July, 2009 — Community Service began with
the cleaning of the Trikone Park for Bhanu Jayanti.

Installation Ceremonies of the Interact Clubs and
Rotaract Club, our Partners in Service: 11th August,
2009 for Saptashri Gyanpeeth; 19th August, 2009 for
St. Augustine’s School; 24th August, 2009 for St.
Joseph’s Convent; 1st September,2009  for the
Rotaract Club of GSIHM; 2nd September 2009 for Dr.
Graham’s Homes; 6th September,2009,  for RCC
Bhagey Sangsey; and 26th September, 2009 for
Rockvale Academy. Besides these, we also
participated in the “razzmatazz” food festival
fundraiser put up by the Rotaractors in 31st October-
1st November 2009, and the 2nd Interact Dance
Competition held on 31st October, 2009.

7th November, 2009 – Cancernirvana in Association
with Rotary Club of Kalimpong formally launched the
CD on Cancer Awareness in a befitting ceremony
held at the town Hall. Dr. Pankaj Choudhury from the
North Bengal Oncology Center gave an illuminating
talk on Cancer, and Mrs. Rajani Tshering reached
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out to the audience with her experience of winning
her personal battle against Cancer.

25th January, 2010 –Trikone Park was cleaned for
the Republic Day.

RC Kalimpong, as usual, takes the Polio Eradication
Drive very seriously. This year we had three Polio
NIDs on the 10th of January, 2010, and 7th February,
2010. The average number of children immunized
every NID ranges from 2500 to 2800.

 9th May, 2010 – A Poster Contest on tobacco
Awareness organized by the North Bengal Oncology
Centre was conducted for schoolchildren by
Cancernirvana in association with Rotary Club of
Kalimpong at the St. Augustine’s School Hall. 163
students from 13 schools participated in the
programme. The winners from the Contest could not
participate in the Final Contest held on World No
Tobacco Day (31st May) at the North Bengal University
Auditorium due to their exams.

18th May, 2010 – Rotarians participated in the
Disability Screening and Identification Camp
organized by the BDO’s Office at Nimbong, and
distributed the much needed old clothes to the poverty
stricken villagers there. The Club is seriously thinking
of making this an ongoing activity of the Club.

6th June, 2010 – A three-pronged programme was
organized by the Club at Bhagey Sangsey. Under
the ongoing Mother & Child Nutrition Programme, 139
packets of powder food supplement made from five
types of roasted grains were distributed along with
the recipe and dosage card. This was supplemented
by a talk on Cancer in Women by Dr. Gyalmit Lepcha,
and another talk on Alcohol and Drug Abuse by Mr.
Rupesh Chhetri, Counselor and Centre-in-Charge of
the Himalayan Anti Aids and Narcotic Drugs Society
(HANDS).

The livelihood programme of distributing fruit saplings,
vegetable seeds and piglets is still on track. This year
RC Kalimpong, DISHA, and the Indigenous Lepcha
Tribal Development Foundation have supported a
project for training rural women to manufacture local
handloom goods and handicrafts. RC Kalimpong has
sponsored Rs. 3600/- as remuneration for the trainer.

This year the club has also sponsored school fees
for five children from Dalman Gaon. Their stationary
was sponsored by the Interactors and Rotaractors.

Rtn. Navin Soni has firmly placed Cancernirvana on
the map of Cancer Care activities in India. He has
even promoted it in Pattaya, Thailand.

The planned activities that could not be implemented
were programmes for Rotaract and Interact weeks,
the Zonal Interact RYLA, Walkathon, Health and Vet

Camps. The biggest disappointment was in not being
able to give Rotary ShelterBoxes to victims of Aila
because of bureaucratic complications. However, our
partners in service, the Rotaractors of GSIHM were
able to reach out to the victims in remote villages of
Kalimpong with food, clothes, utensils and other
essential supplies worth Rs. 40,000/- from the funds
that they had raised.

4. And finally, INTERNATIONAL SERVICE, the Vision
of Rotary. The purpose of International Service is the
advancement of International Understanding, goodwill
and peace through a world of fellowship of business
and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

10th October, 2009 – IPP Rtn. Prakash Gupta
attended the TRF Seminar in Shillong and came back
with detailed information on Rotary’s Future Vision
Plan on Humanitarian Grants for Future Vision Pilot
Districts.

15th November, 2009 – Five members from the Club
attended The Rotary Foundation Seminar at Burdwan
and contributed US$ 1400 to the Annual Giving Fund.

19th November, 2009 – PP Rtn. Ganesh Mani
Pradhan gave a talk on Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation.

23rd February, 2007 – International Service and Club
Service jointly organized the World Understanding and
Peace Day celebration at the Rotary Centre. PP Rtn.
A.N. Sood gave a talk to the gathering on World
Understanding and Peace.

20th - 22nd June, 2010 – IPP Rtn. Prakash Gupta
and PP Rtn. A.P Lal have represented our Club at
the RI Convention in Montreal, Canada.

PHF – We have contributed to the Rotary Foundation
for two PHF awards this year. Rtn. Tim MacDonald
will receive his lapel pin today, on the day of the 18th

Installation. Rtn. Catherine Samling will receive hers
as soon as it reaches from Rotary Foundation (India),
New Delhi.

Contribution for Polio Fund – The Club has been
able to contribute Rs. 18,800/- to the District Polio
Fund from the sale of Polio Coupons.

GSE —This year we were able to field candidates
both for Team Leader (IPP Rtn. Prakash Gupta) and
Team Member (Miss Norbu Dolma) for the Group
Study Exchange Programme to Dist.1930, Germany.
They faced the District Level Interviews but were not
selected for the programme. However, they came
back with valuable experiences to share.
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Sankhamani Pradhan Memorial Rotary Digital
Library – This year we have finally managed to get
the FCRA Prior Permission to build the Sankhamani
Memorial Rotary Digital Library at the Rotary Centre
with the money donated by Dr. Khem Pradhan Fatimi,
daughter of the late Mr. Sankhamani Pradhan. The
Library is meant for the underprivileged students and
scholars of our society. After clearing the formalities,
we are now in the process of receiving the first
installment of US$ 5000 for the construction of the
library. The total plan is for US$ 25,000.

As far as Matching Grants are concerned, we have
good news! After months of networking and hard work,
our proposal for the Kalimpong College Water
Harvesting Project is now registered with the RI as a
Pilot Project for Global Grants for the next Rotary
Year. Our friends from the Rotary Club of Kelso which
funded the RMPS Project, took interest in our
proposal, convinced five other clubs of their District
and their District to pool in their resources for this
Project. So now we are looking forward to working
with six clubs under Dist.1020 Scotland, on a Project
worthUS$ 32,500 (about Rs.15 lacs) to provide water
for Kalimpong College which has a total strength of
2200 students and 100 staff members. This Project
is slated to be the only Global Grants Pilot Project
for the District 3240 for 2010-2011. Two Future Vision
Pilot Districts will now take the Rotary vision and
goodwill to the future.

Rotary Club of Geringong, Australia, has sent an
additional AU$ 1000 for the Sishu Shiksha Kendra at
Samsing, and the project for furnishing the school is
in the process to be continued in the next year.

Rotary Club of Kensington, Australia, and others are
showing interest in doing Matching Grants Projects
with us. We are in the process of brainstorming for
viable projects to meet the real needs of our
community.

The Rotary Foundation Standing Committee of our
Club deserves the credit for their tenacity and their
public relations and persuasive skills in getting good
work done.

So the Future of Rotary is being transferred from the
hands of the current President and his Board and
entrusted into the hands of the incoming President
and his Board. President (2010-2011) Rtn. Mukesh
Changia and his Board will surely have their hands,
minds and hearts full of RotaryI

I wish the Incoming President and his Board a very
fruitful and successful term as they go about Building
Communities and Bridging Continents in the year to
come!
Thank you all very much.

Rtn Anukampa Subba
Secretary, Rotary Club of Kalimpong, 2009-2010
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2010-2011
1. President Rtn. Mukesh Changia
2. Imm. Past President Rtn. Kamal Bajla
3. President Elect cum

Joint Secretary Rtn. Sanjay Bajla
4. Vice President Rtn. Indira Bose
5. Treasurer Rtn. Sumit Jindal
6. Joint Treasurer Rtn. K. N. Pradhan
7. Sergeant-At-Arms Rtn. Vikas Kejriwal
8. Secretary Rtn. Naveen Soni
9. Director, Club Service Rtn. Karma T. Sherpa
10. Dir, Community Service Rtn. Rakesh Sinhal
11. Dir, Vocational Service Rtn. Tapan Kr Pradhan
12. Dir, International Service Rtn. Dr. D.P. Pandey
13. Editor Rtn. Rajent Raghavan
14. Joint Editor Rtn. Vikash Golyan Jr.
15. TRF Chair Rtn. Prakash Gupta

THE CLUB ADMINISTRATION
STANDING COMMITTEE 2010-2011

Chair : Rtn K N Pradhan Rotary Center
Chair Elect : Rtn  Pravakar Dewan Rotary Trust
Past Chair Rtn A K Zimba
Members Rtn G.M.Pradhan Finance

Rtn Vikas Kejriwal
Rtn A N Sood
Rtn Sumit Jindal
Rtn B M Pradhan
Rtn Prakash Gupta
Rtn T K Pradhan
Rtn Alvin Lama
Rtn H P Adhikari

THE SERVICE PROJECTS
STANDING COMMITTEE

Chair Rtn A P Lal Rtrs & Intrs
Chair Elect Rtn Sharda Mukhia RCC
Past Chair Rtn Nagendra Hamal
Members Rtn M S Foning Livlihood

Rtn Sanjay Bajla Trikon Park
Rtn Sanjogita Subba Nutrition
Rtn Dr D P Pandey Rotractors
Rtn Kamal Bajla Heart to Heart
Rtn Naveen Soni Cancer Awarness
Rtn Alvin Lama Fund Raisers
Rtn Rakesh Sinhal Health Care
Rtn. Gayatri Kharel Water & Sani

THE MEMBERSHIP STANDING COMMITTEE
Chair Rtn Pravakar Dewan Classification
Chair Elect Rtn B M Pradhan Dev & Ret
Past Chair Rtn C R Jossee

Rtn Prakash Gupta Rotary Info
Members Rtn  H P Adhikari

Rtn Vikash Golyan (J)
Rtn Vikash Golyan (S)
Rtn Pravin Pradhan
Rtn Tilak Jindal
Rtn Rajat Dalmia
Rtn Catherine Samling
Rtn Dr Yahon Tasho
Rtn Dhendup Lama Yonzon



THE PUBLIC RELATION STANDING COMMITTEE

CHAIR Rtn G M Pradhan Press Release
Chair Elect Rtn Indira Bose Programmes

Rtn Tim Macdonald Fellowship
Rtn Bibeth Sharma Website
Rtn Rajen Raghaven Club Bulletin
Rtn T K Pradhan Four Way Test

Members Rtn Anukampa Subba
Rtn Mahindra Agarwal
Rtn A N Sood
Rtn Rajdeep Pradhan
Rtn Sanjay Das

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION STANDING COMMITTEE

Chair PP Rtn. Prakash Gupta District Grant
Chair Elect PP Rtn. B.M. Pradhan Global Grant & Contribution

To Bill and Melinda Gates Challenge
Past Chair PP Rtn. Rajen Raghavan Stewardship
Members PP Rtn. Pravakar Dewan Contribution to APF

Rtn. Sumit Jindal FCRA
Rtn. Bibeth Sharma Global Networking Groups
 Rtn. Karma Tenzing World Understanding & keeping in

touch with International Sponsors
Rtn. Sharda Mukhia Vocational Training Team

International Service Targets
� To get sponsors for Global Grants on Anvil.
� Putting the structure of Future Vision in Place.
� Try to do a project under District Grant.
� Try to do a project under District Foundation Grant.
� Contribution to Annual Programmes  Fund atleast US$20 per capita.
� To keep in touch with International Sponsors and  promote World

Understanding.
� Contribution to Polio Plus Challenge Fund by means of selling coupons

from the District.
� Hosting or sending a Youth Exchange Member.
� Reporting to the club on regular interval on all mentioned above.
� To promote Global Networking Groups in the Club.

THE ROTARY YOUTH SERVICES COMMITTEE

Chair PP Rtn A.P.Lal
Members PP. Rtn Prakash Gupta

PP.Rtn Kamal Bajla
Rtn Deo Prakash Pandey
Rtn. Bibeth Sharma
Rtn . Sudha Agarwal
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We meet at :-

Rotary Centre, Kalimpong
Every THURSDAY
at 5:00 p.m.
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